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ABSTRACT 

 

Plastic bags have become popular for industrial and consumer use since their emergence in 1940’s.  People 

use them because they are cost effective, easy to use and convenient to store.  This paper presents the 

awareness and compliance of buyers and vendors to City Ordinance No. 2013- 403 in Iloilo Terminal 

Market that regulates the use of non-biodegradable plastic bags.  A questionnaire checklist was 

administered to determine the awareness and compliance of buyers and vendors to the City Ordinance No. 

2013-403.  The study utilized a descriptive research design.  Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was used to 

determine if there is a significant difference in the awareness and compliance of buyers and vendors of the 

city ordinance. 

 

It was found out that when taken as a whole, the respondents were always aware of the City Ordinance No. 

2013-403, and often practiced the provisions under the said ordinance. 

 

Keywords:  Awareness, Compliance, City Ordinance, non-biodegradable plastic bags, buyers and 

vendors. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Plastic play a significant role in today’s modern living.  Today, approximately 260 million tons of plastics 

are produced for various purposes worldwide on an annual basis (Thompson et al. 2009). The main 

advantages of plastic grocery bags are: they are cost effective, easy to use and convenient to store.  In 

addition, plastic bags are faster and easier to open and pack.  Plastic bags take up less space to store and 

weigh far less so they are easier for employees to stock. 

 

However, concerns have been raised about the environmental and economic problems they pose.  These 

bags are made from crude oil and natural gas according to the New York Times.  Both oil and gas are non- 

renewable energy sources which means they are in limited supply.  The mining and manufacturing process 

of fossil fuel creates pollution. 

 

Plastic bags introduced into the environment may become waste hazards to various animals.  When plastics 

are not properly disposed, they may eventually make their way to bodies of water.  According to the 

Environmental Protection Agency (2015), this often happens when they are washed into storm drains, 

sewers and streams.For these reasons, ordinances that limit the use of plastic bags and encourage their 

replacement by reusable shopping bags have become increasingly popular worldwide.  Supporters of such 

efforts frequently cite the need to reduce pollutants associated with plastic bag litters and production. 

 

This study primarily aimed to assess the awareness and compliance of the buyers and vendors to the City 

Ordinance No. 2013-403 in Iloilo Terminal Market. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

 

The study employed a descriptive research design with a researcher made questionnaire checklist as the 

main instrument of data collection.  It was divided into two parts.  The first part of the instrument contains 

the personal information of the respondents.  The second part contains queries about the level of awareness 

and compliance of buyers and vendors to the City Ordinance No. 2013 – 403.  The research instrument was 

presented to the members of the research panel to ensure content validity of the instrument and their 

comments and suggestions for its improvement are incorporated in the final instrument.  The respondents 

of the study were the buyers and vendors in Iloilo Terminal Market who were chosen using the random-

purposive sampling method. 

 

In order to ascertain the functionality of the questionnaire-checklist, the proponents conducted a reliability 

testing.  The Cronbach Alpha result was .815, thus the questionnaire was highly reliable.   

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Table 2. A. Level of Awareness of Buyers and Vendors on the City Ordinance No. 2013-403 when 

taken as a whole 
 Mean Description 

Awareness 3.68 AA 

I am aware that there is a city ordinance that regulates the use of non-

biodegradable plastic bags. 
3.65 AA 

I am aware of using biodegradable plastic bags as wrapping, bagging 

and packing materials 
3.67 AA 

I am aware of the harmful effects of the non-biodegradable plastic bags 

in the environment. 
3.83 AA 

I am aware that all vendors/buyers should use biodegradable plastic 

bags as wrapping, bagging and packing materials or product 
3.68 AA 

I am aware that there is a corresponding penalty noncompliance to the 

Regulation City Ordinance No. 2013-403 
3.68 AA 

I am aware that use of biodegradable plastic bags as wrapping material 

better than non-biodegradable 
3.57 AA 

 Legend: 3.26 – 4.00 (AA) Always Aware 

    2.51 – 3.25 (OA) Often Aware 

    1.76 – 2.50 (SA) Sometimes Aware 

    1.00 – 1.70 (NA) Not Aware 

Table 2.A on the respondents level of  awareness reveals that they were “Always Aware” by all identified 

characteristics: awareness of city ordinance, use of biodegradable plastic bags as wrapping, bagging and 

packing materials, awareness on the harmful effects to the environment, awareness of penalty of non-

compliance, and awareness on the use of biodegradable plastic bags is better than non-biodegradable. 
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Table 2.B. Level of Compliance of Buyers and Vendors on the City Ordinance No. 2013-403 when 

taken as a whole 

  Mean Description 

Compliance 3.13 OP 

I practice the city ordinance  no.2013-403 that regulates the use of non- 

biodegradable plastic bags 
3.28 AP 

I practice minimizing the use of plastic bags 3.15 OP 

I practice using alternatives (paper bags, rattan bags, shopping bags and 

etc.) rather than non- biodegradable plastic bags 
2.78 OP 

I practice using recyclable plastic bags so that I can help the 

environment 
3.27 AP 

I encourage other people in the market to use the biodegradable bags 3.17 OP 

 Legend: 3.26 – 4.00 (AP) Always Practiced 

    2.51 – 3.25 (0P) Often Practiced 

    1.76 – 2.50 (SP) Sometimes Practiced 

    1.00 – 1.70 (NP) Not Practiced 

 

Table 2.B on the respondents’ level of compliance reveals that they  Often Practice minimizing the use of 

plastic bags, use of alternatives, and encourage other people to use the biodegradable bags.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

 

Using Plastic bags, contribute to the environmental problem of a certain place. Buyers and Vendors should 

be always aware of its harmful effects and they should comply with the City Ordinance of Iloilo City No. 

2013-403 that regulates the use of Non-Biodegradable Plastic Bags. By doing so, they can help reduce the 

volume of plastic bags in the environmental landfills and waterways. 
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