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ABSTRACT  

 

The Commission on Higher Education has realigned all the core courses under the new General Education 

Curriculum in response to the demands of the newly implemented enhanced basic education system. Many 

of the basic courses offered in tertiary education are now integrated into the Senior High School curriculum. 

This has directly affected the system in the tertiary level as it demands an overhaul of all of the college 

curricula, as well as the need to design and execute trainings for teachers. The course Readings in Philippine 

History as one of the embodiments of Social Science for the new GE curriculum aims to expose students 

to different facets of Philippine History through the lens of eyewitnesses. Aside from secondary materials 

such as textbooks, different types of primary sources will be used - written, oral, visual, audio-visual, and 

digital – covering various aspects of Philippine life.  

This study aimed to develop a learning module that integrates local history in the teaching of the course 

Readings in Philippine History, a core subject under the new General Education curriculum in the Enhanced 

Basic Education. Specifically, this study sought to answer the following questions 1.) What was the book 

format followed for the proposed learning module? 2.) What were the specific lessons included in the 

learning module? 3.) What book approach was used for the presentation of the lesson content in the 

learning module? The study specifically aimed to develop a learning module for the integration of local 

history in the Readings in Philippine History. 

 

The Asian Program of Innovative Education and Development (APEID) identified the common elements 

of a good instructional module as self-contained, independent instruction unit, well-defined and 

systematically organized learning opportunities, clear definition of the objectives to be achieved, and means 

of evaluating the work. Specifically, these are features relevant to the task of development, and the 

pedagogical features. One of the important aspects to consider under the first feature is that it has to have 

social relevance. This means that a module should deal with rural development, a productive citizenry, and 

issues on education as well as the integration of national and international understanding. The second 

important aspect is that objectives should reflect areas of national concerns. A good module regardless of 

the course should integrate social challenges and problems so as to develop the learner’s sense of 

responsibility towards their community as well as their sense of initiative. Learning activities in the module 

should take the learners outside their institutions and involve them in community programs by active 

participation. Lastly, a learner’s module should give the students a new way of looking at the community 

and its resources. 

 

The integration of Palawan history in the subject courses for the tertiary level is an attempt to use local 

history to make the new breed of students to appreciate our local identity as Palaweños, and to promote 

socio-cultural meaning and value of our local heritage sites. The intended learning module aims to associate 

a solid sense of local identity, through its integrative activities specifically highlighting the affective domain 

so as to see relevant results in the learners’ character, a pattern of behavior, and social responses. In addition 

to that, a good module aims not only for cognitive and psychomotor results, but also covers the affective 

domain to make a fuller, richer, and more refined quality of life, to develop the individual’s attitudes, 
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appreciations, and values. Thus, referring to the tenth principle of pedagogical features that a good learning 

module should take every opportunity to educate in the general sense.  

 

The integration of local history will give people the chance to see the personal and individual meaning that 

is anchored on their personal experiences and stories. By helping people and communities discover their 

cultural roots, it helps them discover their identity as they find their place in the society where they belong. 

Hence, this study is anchored on the constructivist theory of Jerome Bruner which states that learning is an 

active process wherein learners are taught to construct and develop new ideas or concepts according to their 

prior knowledge and personal experience. The cognitive structure provides meaning to allow the learners 

to experience and go beyond the information given to them. In constructing an instructional material, the 

constructivist theory states that it must consider the experiences and contexts that will make the students be 

willing and able to learn. In the development of a learning module, constructivist theory implies that a 

teacher should provide learning opportunities that allows interaction to activate sensory data, and to 

construct their own personal meaning out of those experiences. The constructivist learning environment 

(CLE) believes that socio-cultural and historical lens are powerful to understand various local 

transformations. With this, several topics were selected comprising the lessons such as visits to local 

museums and historical sites, performance of Cuyuno songs and dances, creation of indigenous visual and 

literary arts, and reflecting on the value of religious rites and rituals of some selected indigenous groups in 

Palawan. The Input-Process-Output (IPO) Framework was found suitable to use in conducting this research 

study. This framework is a specification of how input, the intended learning topics, were processed using 

documentary analysis, to developed a learning module on Palawan History and Culture. Given the gap in 

the CHED syllabus for the subject course Readings in Philippine History, the final chapter was intended to 

integrate the local history that can be accomplished for 3-weeks, with a parallel learning assessment and 

method to be used. Lessons covered the socio-cultural, historical, economic, geographic and political 

aspects that shaped the contemporary Palawan. 

 

This research study used qualitative method and documentary analysis. As discussed by Portus, Barrios, 

Conaco, and Go (2018), qualitative method is implied when a study seeks out the quality of a particular 

phenomenon, especially to gain insights into people’s attitudes, behaviors, value systems, concerns, 

motivations, aspirations, contexts, and lifestyles. For emphasis, Hammarberg and Krikman (2016) stated 

that a qualitative research is concerned with the meaning that people attach to particular persons, things, or 

events. Hence, understanding the people’s frame of reference and point of view allows a researcher to grasp 

and capture the community’s definition of reality the way they experience it. In the learning module, 

references were derived from the narratives of Palawan Guerilla members, journals, letters, research studies 

regarding indigenous rituals and practices, and books written by local historians to support cultural 

performances, and historical sites in Palawan.  

 

Documentary analysis was used as the qualitative research technique in this study. According to Browen 

(2009), documentary analysis is used as a systematic procedure to review and evaluate documents. Since 

the learning module aimed to compile relevant primary or secondary sources, analysis of texts and 

documents were needed to filter and examine available and relevant references such as government reports, 

media articles, websites or diaries, so as to learn about the distributed or private information about Palawan. 

Similarly, documentary analysis requires a reference or data to be examined and interpreted in order to 

elicit meaning, gain understanding, and develop empirical knowledge (Corbin & Strauss, 2008).  

 

The output of this study is an instructional material that would supplement the learning process in teaching 

the local history of Palawan. The learning module’s development were comprised of the compilation of 

needed sources and references, construction and formulation of learning activities, and the consultation to 
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internal and external evaluators. The learning module was presented with the module title, book format, 

book contents, and book approach. The book was entitled “Learning Module on Palawan History and 

Culture”. The book format referred to the parts of the module such as the cover page, title page, table of 

contents, acknowledgement, chapter page, topic contents, and references. Book contents were the specified 

topics included in the learning module such as the Free Palawan, Palawan Special Battalion, Palawan 

Museum, World War II Museum, Palawan Heritage Center, Melville Lighthouse, Plaza Cuartel, Fort Sta. 

Isabel, Iwahig Penal Colony, Cuyo Folk Dances, Legends, Prose and Poetry, Literary and Visual Arts of 

the Tagbanua, and the Religious Rites and Rituals of the Palaw’an and Jama-Mapun. For the book approach, 

six essential components were presented including statement of the purpose, introduction to learning 

module, learning outcomes, learning activities, learning resources, and evaluation procedure. The 

evaluation of the internal and external evaluators as to the content and face validity of the learning module 

using the evaluation worksheet adopted from Batangas State University.  

In the learning module, references were derived from the narratives of Palawan Guerilla members, journals, 

letters, undergraduate research studies regarding indigenous rituals and practices, and books written by 

local historians to support cultural performances, and historical sites in Palawan. The findings of the study 

showed that the chapter 5 lessons of the CHED syllabus were provided with necessary sources that were 

used in the development of learning activities in the “Learning Module on Palawan History and Culture”. 

The consultation among evaluators revealed that the instructional material has met the criteria in the 

category of content, instructional design, and layout. 
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