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ABSTRACT 

The study assessed the impact of the College Program of the Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) at the Camp 

Sampaguita Medium Security Compound, New Bilibid Prison (NBP), Muntinlupa city for the academic 

year 2015 to 2016.  The findings were used as the basis for the proposed Values-formation E-Module.   

The researcher, a member of the volunteer instructors inside the New Bilibid Prison, witnessed how 

education transformed inmates who lost their freedom, dignity down to their will to dream high.  This is 

the essence of why the researcher conducted his study because he wanted to contribute to the betterment 

of the college program.  Furthermore, this study is all about the assessment of the College Program of the 

BuCor and its impact on the reformation of the inmates 

The researcher used a mixed-method research design and utilized a self-constructed survey questionnaire 

and phenomenological approach to assess the impact of the College Program of the BuCor. 

Both inmate-graduates and faculty assessed the College Program as very good. While in terms of the 

impact of the Program, the majority of the inmate-graduates view it as excellent in reforming them in 

terms of emotional, intellectual, social and moral development.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

For almost two decades of being a volunteer instructor inside the National Penitentiary of the Philippines, 

the New Bilibid (NBP), the researcher witnessed how education transformed an individual who lost 

everything, from his freedom to his dignity down to his will to dream high.  This is the very essence why 

the researcher decided to conduct his study inside the National Penitentiary of the Philippines because he 

wanted to contribute to the betterment of the college educational system inside the prison. 

The educational inside the prison is one of the programs of the Bureau of Corrections (BuCor) for the 

rehabilitation of the national offenders. The College Education Program inside prison is in itself unique.  

From a well-experienced and honored Prison Officer, Superintendent Venancio J. Tesoro (2014); education 

in the prison community is a backbone of correctional rehabilitation.   However, the College Program inside 

prison is only offered to all inmates housed at Medium Security Compound. 

Thus, this study focused on the assessment of the College Program and its impact on the reformation of the 

inmates in terms of their emotional, intellectual, social and moral development.     

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The researcher used the mixed-method research design. The researcher used a survey method in this study 

to generate information that seeks to answer the problem that pertains to the profile of the inmate-graduates 
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and faculty.  Using the survey method also, the College Program particularly in the following aspects; 

curriculum and instruction, faculty and school administrators, facilities and equipment, and extra-curricular 

activities were assessed by the two groups of respondents namely the inmate-respondents who are graduates 

of the said program and the faculty members of the College Department. 

On the other hand, phenomenological research method as one type of qualitative research was also used to 

interpret data gathered from the one-on-one interview as well as from focus group discussion. With the use 

of phenomenological technique, the study was able to get the impact of the education program as based on 

the answers of inmate-respondents on the following aspects of their reformation; emotional, intellectual, 

social, and moral development. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The Profile of the Respondents 

Since this study was assessed by inmates who graduated from the program, their profile substantiates 

their responses to the different surveys.  

 

In terms of age, out of 16 inmate-respondents, 7 belonged to the age range 31 to 40 or 44% while only 6% 

belonged to 21 to 30 years of age. While in terms of their other background before they were convicted, 

38% were in college-level, others had a previous work and all of them are single. 

 

While on the other hand, the profile of the faculty members was mostly from age range 31 to 40 or 36% of 

the total population. Female faculty comprises 64% and a master’s degree holder, furthermore, 55% were 

married. 

 

Summary Respondents’ Assessment of the College Education Program 

 

Table 1. Summary or Respondents’ Assessment on Status of College Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an overall summary of the assessment of inmate-graduates and faculty to the status of College Program 

in terms of Curriculum and Instruction, Faculty and College Administrators, Facilities and equipment, and 

Extra-curricular Activities are clearly stated in Table 14.  With a grand mean of 3.36 means that the whole 

College Program as assessed by both respondents is considered the whole College Program as “Very Good” 

in terms of the four aspects measured by the two respondents.  This result manifests that by looking at the 

different results of the assessment of the inmate-graduates and faculty in relation to the different programs 

offered by the college department, prison education program is a success. 

 

 

 

Legend: 

3.40-4.00=Strongly Agree (SA), 2.60-3.39=Agree (A), 1.80- 2.59=Disagree(D), 1.00-1.79=Strongly Disagree(SD), WM= Weighted Mean, DV=Descriptive Value 

 

 

 

 

 

INDICATORS INMATE-GRADUATES FACULTY/ADMIN Overall Average Mean 

4.2   Faculty and College Administrators WM DV WM DV WM DV Descriptive Interpretation 

4.2.1 are qualified to handle inmate-students. 3.63 SA 3.45 SA 3.54 SA The status of the College Program as assessed by the 2 respondents is Excellent 

4.2.2 possess mastery of every subject being taught. 3.56 SA 3.18 A 3.37 A The status of the College Program as assessed by the 2 respondents is Excellent 

4.2.3 have a strong commitment in helping the inmates for their rehabilitation. 3.81 SA 3.45 SA 3.63 SA The status of the College Program as assessed by the 2 respondents is Excellent 
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The Impact of the College Program as assessed by the Inmate-graduates 

As a summary result of the impact assessment of the Inmate Respondents based from the survey 

questionnaire Table 21 reveals the general weighted mean result of each category. 

Table 21 Summary of the Assessment of the Inmate-Graduates for the Impact of the College Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 21 only means one thing, that the College Program has a very high impact in terms of the reformation 

program of the inmates. As such, from the survey results and from the different insights made by those 

underwent the program can truly manifest how the College Program greatly contributes to the authentic 

reformation of every inmate.  With this, indeed Education can be the best reformation instrument. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The College Program is effective in reforming inmates in terms of the following aspects; Curriculum and 

Instruction, Faculty and school Administration, Facilities and Equipment and the different Extra-

curricular Activities, thus this program should be continued and duplicated in other Prison Camps. 

 

And finally, since the program has a very high impact to the Inmate Participants in terms of their 

reformation, the College Department should be financially supported, and facilities should be improved to 

meet the present demands of Education System. 
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