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ABSTRACT 

To have an effective learning and teaching English language, the teachers should consider learners’ skills 

and their ethnicity for the reason of language teaching practices needs to be placed on a more secure 

empirical footing for effective language teaching. Compliant with ethical considerations this descriptive 

qualitative research was conducted to determine and compare the language learning preferences of grade 

six pupils and the teaching practices of language teachers. It also determined the pupils’ language preference 

according to their ethnicity. Purposively identified as respondents are the fifty – two (52) English language 

teachers and seven hundred thirty-three (733) Grade 6 pupils who are identified to be a member of ethnic 

tribes in Palawan and Puerto Princesa, 13-item questionnaire was adopted to Guia (2018) with computed 

Cronbach alpha of 0.783. Employing the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software; and, 

statistical calculations such as frequency count, percentage, Mann – Whitney U test, and Kruskal Wallis.  

Ethnic groups signified different learning preferences, and significant differences in the preferred learning 

and teaching practices the responses to the different areas pertaining to English language preferences among 

ethnic groups are significantly different. The significant differences in the preferred learning and teaching 

practices exist and almost all of the responses on the different areas pertaining to English language 

preferences among ethnic groups are significantly different. Ultimately a language teachers training 

program was developed and will serve as guide for training of language teachers so that their practices 

match with the pupils’ learning preferences.  

Keywords: ethnicity, language learning preferences, teaching program.  

1. INTRODUCTION 

In this study, based on the premise that language production is culturally learned behavior, the researcher 

examined how cultural values, beliefs and norms could sometimes be a hindrance in ones learning of a 

foreign language and preference of learning thereof. As a language teacher, she has a personal and research 

experience developed ideas about the best way to teach English as an international language and will 

elucidate, broaden their view towards different ethnics. Change in individual level that stereotypes would 

be reduced and on international, greater cross cultural understanding is achieved. The current study will 

explore the language learning preferences of Grade Six pupils who belong to the ethnicity of Palawan and 

Puerto Princesa City namely Agutaynen, Batak, Cuyunon, Kagayanen, Tagbanua, Molbog and Palawan; 

and, the teaching practices used by their language teachers. It will further investigate the relationship of the 

preferred learning of the pupils and the teaching practices used by the teachers. This study also explored 

the factors considered by the teachers in choosing the appropriate practices in teaching English language. 

The researcher would like to know the language learning preference of the pupils and whether the language 

teaching practices used by the teacher matched these preferences. This research will show whether both 
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teachers and learners approached learning in the same way the researchers will be able to develop programs 

in training language teachers to fully accommodate the learning preference of the study. As a result, learning 

will be meaningful to students and educators will be able to bridge the gap of the desirable language 

practices and the complexities of pupil’s language learning preferences.  

Theoretical Framework  

From Brindley (1989) as cited by Guia, (2018) the theory stated that the subjective needs of the language 

learning cognition and emotional needs of the learners. It refers to the needs that are inferred from “affective 

and cognitive factors” of the learners.  

It revealed that accommodating learners’ needs and preference is vital in designing a learner centered 

curriculum. Brindley (1984) suggested that learners can be invited to express their insights on their learning 

needs and preference in a language class.  

These factors include the learner’s personality, self-confidence, personal cognitive styles, expectations and 

self-esteem during the learning process. The learners’ attitude towards learning, the targeted culture, the 

language, their expectation for themselves and for the language.  

Al-Hebaishi, (2012) teachers develop good lesson plans and teaching practices that suit the learners’ 

preferences if they are aware of the positive impact of learning preference and strategies towards academic 

performance.   

2. MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY 

This research used a descriptive research design. This study focused on to determining and comparing the 

language learning preferences of Grade Six pupils’ and the teaching practices of language teachers. It also 

determined the pupils’ language preference according to their ethnicity. This study determined whether the 

teaching practices used by the teachers matched with the pupils’ learning preferences. 

The researcher made use of the validated questionnaire which was adopted from Guia, (2018). 

2.1 Data Analysis and Procedure  

The main research instrument is a validated questionnaire which was adopted from Guia (2018). An 

analysis of item reliability was computed using the scale analysis. The result demonstrated internal 

reliability, resulting to an alpha coefficient of 0.783. Statistical calculations such as frequency count, 

percentage, Mann – Whitney U test, and Kruskal Wallis test were used to analyze the data. The Mann 

Whitney U Test was used to determine whether the learning preference of pupils differs from the teachers’ 

teaching practices. Furthermore, this test is the most appropriate statistical tool since the two independent 

groups have variables that are either in ordinal or continuous level of measurement. The Kruskal Wallis 

test was used to determine if there are statistically significant differences between two or more groups of 

an independent variable on a continuous or ordinal dependent variable. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Significance of the Difference between the Grade 6 Pupils and Teachers on Satisfaction in their 

Performance 

 

The study declares that perceptions of the pupils and teachers about learning preferences are significantly 

different from each other. 

3.2  Significant Difference on the Different Class Activities of Grade 6 Pupils According to Grouped 

Ethnicity 

Questions Computed Statistics p-value Interpretation 

Are you satisfied with your 

achievement in English? 
7726.500 0.000* Significant 

Questions p-value Interpretation Pair of Ethnics with Differences 

role play 0.001* Significant • Agutaynen (Batak, Molbog, 

Palaw-an, Tagbanua) 

• Cuyunon (Molbog, Palaw-an, 

Tagbanua) 

language games 0.887 Not Significant  

Songs 0.390 Not Significant  

talking with and listening to 

other students 

0.745 Not Significant  

memorizing  

conversations/dialogues 

0.003* Significant • Cuyunon (Agutaynen, 

Batak, Kagayanen, Molbog, 

Palaw-an,Tagbanua) 

getting information from 

guest speakers 

0.000* Significant • Agutaynen (Cuyunon, 

Molbog, Palaw-

an,Tagbanua) 

• Kagayanen (Batak, 

Cuyunon, Molbog,Palaw-

an,Tagbanua) 

getting information from 

planned visits, like 

educational tours, interview, 

research survey, etc. 

0.000* Significant • Agutaynen (Batak, Molbog, 

Palaw-an) 

• Batak  

(Cuyunon,KAgayanen) 
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*Significant at 0.05 level. 

Indigenous ethnolinguistic groups namely Kagayanen, Tagbanwa, Palawan, Cuyunon, Agutaynen Molbog, 

Batak possess different reactions and traits about the English language.  

4. CONCLUSION 

 

Almost all of the responses of on the different areas pertaining to English language preferences among 

ethnic groups are significantly different. 

The training program composed of 12 session-topics that specifically focuses on contextualizing the 

learning opportunities, teaching strategies, and practices as reflected in the language learning preferences 

of the grade-6 pupils.  

Improve the teaching practices used by the language teachers according to language preferences of the 

pupils and the learning activities available in the classroom.  

The training program intends to produce the competencies such as the discussion of the result outcome of 

the language learning preferences of grade six pupils to improve formative assessment and instructional 

materials relevant to the demand and provide awareness regarding the gap between pupils preferred 

language learning and the teachers teaching practices.  
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